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ENGL 2413.012 
Introduction to Literature 
Spring 2015  
Class time: MWF 8:30 – 9:30  
Instructor:  Dr. Beilfuss 
Office: Morrill Hall 411 
 

Office hours:  MW 10:30 - 12:00    
  F       10:30 - 11:30 

& by appointment 
Mailbox: Morrill Hall 205 
Email: michael.beilfuss@okstate.edu 
Office Phone (405) 744 - 2084

Introduction to Literature Syllabus 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
 

 Mays, Kelly J. The Norton Introduction to Literature. Eleventh Edition. New York: Norton, 2013. 

 Course management system D2L at https://oc.okstate.edu/   

 

OTHER SUPPLIES OR RESOURCES 
 

 A notebook: Any basic college-ruled notebook will do, nothing fancy. Choose one that allows you to 

tear out sheets of paper.  

 Folder: A folder to keep handouts and returned assignments  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will introduce students to fiction, drama, and poetry and address the foundational elements 

of all three genres. We will focus on the diversity of underrepresented and socially constructed segments 

of American society. The texts will be approached through written critical exercises and discussion.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 Read, analyze, and interpret literary texts in various genres, by various authors 

 Identify, define, and interpret common literary forms, techniques, and terms 

 Recognize and identify select authors and works of literature  

 Respond critically to a work of literature, including situating it within a specific context 

 Engage with themes and ideas found in literature through writing and discussions 

 Participate in an in-class scholarly dialogue 

 Practice writing as an activity for inquiry, reflection, and learning 

 Make connections among texts and between a text and personal experience  

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES 
 

Essay 1:         10%  

Essay 2:         15% 

Exam 1 (Fiction):        10%  

Exam 2 (Poetry):        10% 

Exam 3 (Final – Cumulative):      20%  

Presentation:         15% 

Quizzes, homework, daily writing, etc:       20% 

Total        100%  

 

 

https://oc.okstate.edu/
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Essays:  

You will have two essays to write over the course of the semester. They will be submitted as hard  

copies in class as well as uploaded to the Online Classroom (D2L). All papers will be submitted in MLA 

format. All work will be due by the time class begins on the due date unless otherwise specified. All 

documents should be saved in a Microsoft Word format. Papers and assignments that are submitted in a 

file format that I cannot open will be considered late. Technical difficulties are not an excuse for late 

work. The papers will be discussed in much greater detail as they are assigned.  Be sure to keep all 

assignment sheets, drafts, and comments of every paper. 

 

Exams:  

The format of the exams will include short answer identifications, multiple choice, matching,  

definitions, and brief essays. The details of each exam will be discussed more completely before the 

exam.  

 

Presentation:  

Presentations will be given at the end of the semester. Under the instructor’s direction, students will 

choose their topics and work individually or possibly in groups.  

 

Quizzes, Homework, etc:  

Students will answer questions regarding lectures and assigned readings throughout the semester. 

Quizzes may or may not be announced and they may be given online or in class. Online quizzes will 

close at the beginning of class, in-class quizzes will be given at the beginning of class. You must be on 

time to take the quiz. Quizzes may include all information covered in class and reading assignments.   

 

I will occasionally require that you complete a homework assignment based on the readings, or in 

preparation for an essay assignment or exam. Late homework assignments will not be accepted.  

 

 Students will also be required to complete in-class writing that will be collected and graded.  

 

Your performance will be graded on the following scale: 

 

A (90-100%)  Extraordinary. “A” work requires a full command of the material, a strong sense of purpose,  

clear and compelling thought, and skillful writing. 

B (80-89%)  Good to very good. This work provides a very solid fulfillment of the assignment. Papers and  

essay questions demonstrate clear reasoning and presentation. 

C (70-79%)  Acceptable.  This work fulfills the minimum required by the assignment. It might lack skillful  

reasoning but show an understanding of the material. It might also suggest interesting 

approaches to the material but falter in carrying them out. 

D (60-69%)  Adequate. This work presents a major deficiency in writing and reasoning. 

F (0-59%)  Unacceptable. This work does not satisfy the minimum required by assignment. 

 
CLASS MANAGEMENT INFORMATION  

 

Late Work Policy: All work is due at the beginning of class. Any essay turned in late (that is, after class begins) 

will receive a deduction of 10% per day (24 hours period) that the paper is late. Late homework is not 

accepted.    
 

In-class activities cannot be made up. If you are aware that you will be absent on a date an assignment is due, 

you are responsible for turning it in before the due date.  It is your responsibility to plan ahead.   
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Quizzes cannot be made up. Please note that if you arrive late to class and I have already collected the quizzes, 

you will not be allowed to take the quiz.   

 

Email Communication: E-mail is the best way to contact me. You are welcome to e-mail me any time with 

questions. A long or involved question is usually better discussed in person. Please include your name in the e-

mail text, since it is not always obvious who is sending it.  Be courteous and polite. Include a brief subject line 

as well as a simple greeting and closing. Major papers will not be accepted via e-mail.   

 

Technology Policy: Turn off all electronic devices before class. Students are not allowed to use a cell phone or 

Tablet during class for any reason. I know when you are on your phone – it is not normal behavior to stare at 

your crotch and smile. Playing with your phone not only distracts you, it distracts the people around you. Do not 

disrespect the time of your fellow students. Use our class time as an opportunity to take a short break from the 

electronic shackles we all wear. Please keep your cell phone turned off and out of sight.  If you have an extreme 

emergency, arrive early to class and we will discuss it and I may approve it before class begins. 

 

Attendance:  

Since much of the work you will complete for this class is based on classroom discussions and lectures, it is 

imperative that you come to class every day. In-class activities cannot be made up. It is not my responsibility to 

go over what you missed. You should get any notes or information missed from a peer who was present. Never 

ask “Did I miss anything important?” 

 

No absences will be considered “excused,” including absences due to illnesses, doctor's appointments, 

court dates, funerals, and emergencies. Absences may not be made up.  You are expected to be present 

every day our class meets, but you are allowed a specific number of absences for unavoidable circumstances.  

Absences beyond the limit are considered excessive and result in grade reductions. Students are expected to 

arrive in class on time in order to be counted present. Every three late arrivals will equal one absence.   

 

You are allowed 5 absences for emergencies without automatic grade reduction (It is highly inadvisable to miss 

class 5 times. Even without the automatic grade reduction, your grades will suffer greatly from such excessive 

absences.) For 6 absences your final grade will be reduced 5%, 7 absences = a final grade reduction of 10%, 8 

absences = a final grade reduction of 15%, and 9 or more absences = failure of the course. There is no recourse 

for missing 9 or more classes.  

 

Plagiarism Oklahoma State University is committed to the maintenance of the highest standards of integrity and 

ethical conduct of its members. This level of ethical behavior and integrity will be maintained in this course. 

Participating in a behavior that violates academic integrity (e.g., unauthorized collaboration, plagiarism, 

multiple submissions, cheating on examinations, fabricating information, helping another person cheat, 

unauthorized advance access to examinations, altering or destroying the work of others, and fraudulently 

altering academic records) will result in your being sanctioned.  Violations may subject you to disciplinary 

action including the following: receiving a failing grade on an assignment, examination or course, receiving a 

notation of a violation of academic integrity on your transcript (F!), and being suspended from the University.  

You have the right to appeal the charge.  Contact the Office of Academic Affairs, 101 Whitehurst, 405-744-

5627, academicintegrity.okstate.edu. 

 

DISABILITIES 
 

According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, each student with a disability is responsible for notifying the 

University of his or her disability and to request accommodations. If a student thinks that s/he has a qualified 

disability and needs special accommodations, s/he should notify the instructor and request verification of 
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eligibility for accommodations from the office of Student Disability Services, 315, Student Union. Students 

should advise the instructor of such disability as soon as possible and contact Student Disability Services to 

ensure timely implementation of appropriate accommodations. Faculty have an obligation to provide reasonable 

accommodations when they receive official notice of a disability but are under no obligation to provide 

retroactive accommodations.  

 
SCHEDULE  
 
NOTE: The information in this plan is subject to change. Homework will be assigned over the course of the semester.  

 

 

 

Week Day Reading Assignments Topics Reminders / 
Homework 

Week 
1 

1/12 Syllabus 
 

Course Intro  

1/14  “Introduction” 1-9  Why Read 
Literature 

Passage from 
a novel, poem, 
play, etc.  

1/16 12-19, Raymond Carver “Cathedral” 32 – 45 
 

Intro to Fiction  

Week 
2 

1/19 University Holiday – Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day 

No classes Nonrestrictive 
Drop/Add 
Deadline 

1/21 Initiation Stories 131, John Updike “A&P” 155-
160 & Alice Munro “Boys and Girls” 144-154  
 

Initiation Stories   

1/23 253-259 & Elizabeth Madox Roberts “On the 
Mountainside” (D2L) 

Fiction: Setting Restrictive 
Drop/Add 
Deadline 

Week 
3 

1/26 James Joyce “Araby” 596-601 
 

Fiction: Setting  

1/28 82-89, James Baldwin “Sonny’s Blues” 95-118  
 

Fiction: Plot  

1/30 James Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues” continued  Fiction: Plot Topic 
Proposal 
(D2L) 

Week 
4 

2/2 161-165, Jamaica Kincaid “Girl” 171 – 173 
Ernest Hemingway “Hills like White 
Elephants” 788 – 792,  
 

Point of View  

2/4  Robert Penn Warren “Blackberry Winter” 
(D2L) 
 

Point of View  

2/6 181-188, William Faulkner “Barn Burning” 
188-201 

Fiction: Character  



5 

 

Week 
5 

2/9 William Faulkner “Barn Burning” continued 
 

Fiction: Character  

2/11 335-340, Charlotte Perkins Gilman “The 

Yellow Wallpaper” 655-666  

Fiction: Symbol 

and Figurative 
Language 

 

2/13 Flannery O’Connor “Good Country People” 
554-568 
 

Fiction Paper 1 Due 
 

Week 
6 

2/16 384-388, Stephen Crane “The Open Boat”  
388-406 
 

Fiction: Theme  

2/18 Exam review  Exam 1 Review  

2/20 Exam  Exam 1 Exam 1 
Fiction 

Week 
7 

2/23 Exam answers Review Exam 
Answers 

6 Week 
Grades (24th) 

2/25 846-860 “Poetry: Reading, Responding, 
Writing” Ezra Pound “In a Station of the 
Metro” 1357 
 

Intro to Poetry, 
Reading Poems 

Pound poem 
exercise 

2/27 875-883 Ars Poetica  
Poetry Essay Assignment (D2L) 
 

The Art of 
Reading Poetry 

 

Week 
8 

3/2 “Speaker: Whose Voice Do We Hear?”  
884 – 891  
 

Poetry: Speaker Poem 
Reflection 

3/4 Speaker: 896 – 899, Paul Laurence Dunbar 
“Song of Summer” (D2L) & “We Wear the 
Mask” 1343 
 

Poetry: Speaker  

3/6  Theme & Tone 947 – 959  Poetry: Theme & 
Tone 

 

Week 
9 

3/9 “Poetic Meter”1022 – 1028 & “External Form” 
1075 – 1084, Collins “Sonnet” 1100 
 

Poetry – Meter & 
Form 

Poetry Topic 
Proposal D2L 

3/11 “Visual Imagery and Figures of Speech” 990 – 
998 & “Haiku: An Album” 1103 – 1107 

Poetry – Imagery, 
figures of speech, 
Haiku 

 

3/13  Donne “The Sun Rising,” (1341), Marvell “To 
His Coy Mistress,” (919), Marlowe “The 
Passionate Shepherd to His Love,” (1239), 
Raleigh “The Nymph’s Reply to the 
Shepherd,” (1240) 

Poetry – Carpe 
Diem Poems 

 

 
3/16 - 3/20 Spring Break!!! 
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Week 
10 

3/23 “The Harlem Renaissance” 1265 – 1282 Poetry: The 
Harlem 
Renaissance 

 

3/25 T.S. Eliot The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock  
1139 – 1144 
 

The Longer Work  

3/27 Emily Dickinson 1187 – 1195 
 

Poetry Paper 2 Due 

Week 
11 

3/30 No Reading: Poetry Wrap-up Exam Review  

4/1 No Reading Exam 2 Exam 2 Poetry 
 

4/3 Drama 1380-1383, Susan Glaspell Trifles  

1383 – 1393  
 

Intro to Drama  

Week 
12 

4/6 Drama 1438-1447, Tennessee Williams A 
Streetcar Named Desire 1815 – 1840 (Scene 1-3)  
 

Drama    

4/8 Williams Streetcar 1840 – 1862 (Scene 4 – 7)  

 
Drama    

4/10 Williams Streetcar 1862 – 1881 (Scene 8 – 11)  Drama   W Drop/ 
Deadline 

Week 
13 

4/13 Tragedy & Comedy, 1561-1562; Intro to 
Shakespeare, 1649-1655  
 

Elizabethan 
Drama 

 

4/15 Hamlet Act I Elizabethan 
Drama 

 

4/17 Hamlet Act II Elizabethan 
Drama 

 

Week 
14 

4/20 Hamlet Act III Elizabethan 
Drama 

 

4/22 Hamlet Act IV & V Elizabethan 
Drama 

 

4/24 No Reading Hamlet Wrap-up 
& Presentations 

W/F Deadline 

Week 
15 

4/27 No Reading  Presentations & 
Final Review 

Pre-finals 
Week 

4/29 No Reading Presentations  
 

5/1 No Reading 
 

Presentations  

 
5/4 - 5/8 Finals Week 

Final Exam: Monday, May 4, 8:00 – 9:50 

 
 


